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and political progress, On the one hand, the dogmatic
teaching of the Church was called in question ; on
the other, the masses ceased to be sheep under the
hands of baronial butchers, and formed a weak but
growing popular party.

Wycliff, however, was not merely a religious re-
former, and his political teaching is also important.
His tract De Doviinio Civili embodied his views
upon temporal matters. Starting with the premise
that all power is from God, he declared that there
was no > representative of Christ on earth, or rather
that every man had his particular "dominion," if he
were in a state of grace, and that those who were
not in that state could have no true authority.
Wycliff qualified his statement by adding that in
this world u God must obey the Devil" ; that the
powers that be, must be respected, though unrigh-
teous, But many who heard his original theory
neglected his qualification, and the ideas, which may
be ultimately traced to his writings, and which spread
over the country, were revolutionary and popular.
They were used by agitators, like the famous John
Bali, to fan the already existing discontent, and
they were one of the causes of the Peasants' Revolt.

But that movement was not merely, or even
principally, the result of the preaching of political
theorists; it was the outcome of an economic re-
volution. During the whole of the preceding cen-
tury, a complete, though gradual, change had been
taking place in the condition of England. The old
manorial system was giving way. In earlier times,
the peasantry had been villeins, more or less attached